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October 17,2007

Dr. Richard Dunkle

Deputy Administrator
USDA-APHIS-PPQ
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
J.L. Whitten Bldg., Room 302-E
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Rick:

As follow-up to the 2006 National Plant Board resolution titled Program Activities Following the Phytophthora ramorum
Federal Order, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to you and your agency for continuing to track and respond
to this critical issue. While significant progress has been made, the disease remains a problem for many states.

During our 2007 NPB business meeting, we discussed the current status of the Phytophthora ramorum issue. While there
has been significant progress and understanding of the program needs, there are additional issues of concern to the NPB.
Of specific concern at this time is a need for USDA-APHIS-PPQ to focus on specific regulatory activities for sudden oak
death high and medium-risk plants. Regulatory program activities must continue to protect uninfected areas.

Additionally, the NPB urges USDA-APHIS-PPQ to provide continued support for research and development of improved
and economically viable field diagnostic tools for the early determination of Phytophthora ramorum. The delays
experienced at the field level, significant in many cases, continue to create problems for NPB member states. Practical
diagnostic tools would greatly aid our field personnel.

If I can provide additional clarification regarding these issues, please do not hesitate to let me know. I look forward to
continuing to work with you, agency staff, and other partners in responding to this critical issue.

Sincerely, -t'l
.Ji/vd-1t -F(a..(.?~
Gray Haun
President, National Plant Board

c: Cindy Smith
Vic Harabin
Phil Garcia
Bob Ehart
Regional Plant Board Presidents

www. national plant board. org
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Dr. Richard Dunkle
Deputy Administrator
USDA-APHIS-PPQ
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
J.L. Whitten Bldg., Room 302-E
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Rick:

At the 2007 NPB business meeting, member states discussed the National Clean Plant Network
(NCPN) and requested that I re-affirm the NPB's full support and funding for this initiative.

In a cooperative effort among USDA agencies, including APHIS-PPQ, CREES and ARS, along with
state departments of agriculture, land grant universities and private industry, the NCPN was
established. As conceived, the mission of the NCPN is to protect U.S. specialty crop agriculture and
the environment from the spread of targeted plant pathogens and pests by focusing on any potential
movement through asexual propagation. The NCPN will establish and maintain regional centers to
encourage and facilitate the use of plants for planting that are pathogen and pest-free. It is expected
these functions will greatly improve the environment and economic sustainability of specialty crop
industries and will contribute in a major way to improved economics in the communities that depend
on these industries.

Sincerely,

tJA-tfr--~u~
GrayHaun
President,NationalPlantBoard

c: Cindy Smith
Vie Harabin
Phil Garcia
Bob Ehart

www. nationalplantboard. org
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November 8, 2007

Dr. Richard Dunkle
Deputy Administrator
USDA-APHIS-PPQ
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
J.L. Whitten Bldg., Room 302-E
Washington, D.C. 20250-3431

Dear Rick:

At the 2007 NPB business meeting, member states confirmed their support for a program review
that would identify and develop collaborative initiatives that might exist between the Golden
Nematode (GN) and the Potato Cyst Nematode (PCN) programs in the U.S. It is anticipated this
initiative would assist in identifying primary agency roles and responsibilities of the cooperators,
along with overall program funding needs.

The NPB is pleased with the federal agency response to the recent discovery of G. pallida in
Idaho and fully supports continued work with this pest. However, the NPB remains concerned
with the plight of the GN in New York. For more than 60 years, this pest has been contained
within the State of New York. With the advance'of a harmonization program for seed potatoes,
events surrounding the recent discovery of G.pallida in Idaho, an outbreak of G. rostochiensis in
Quebec, coupled with the spread of G. rostochiensis (R02) in New York, a joint review of
quarantine effort is due.

In May 1995, the National Plant Board Council, along with the APHIS-PPQ Management Team,
appointed a science panel to review, evaluate and make recommendations regarding the GN
program. The GN Quarantine Review Panel was charged with evaluating the effectiveness of
the program, the potential for eradication, the application of biotechnology into the traditional
breeding program, and whether or not the existing budget was adequate for effective
implementation of the program. The report generated by this panel, The Golden Nematode:
Future Strategies for Quarantine and Management was forwarded to USDA-APHIS and New
York State Department of Agriculture and Marketing Administration.

www.nationalplantboard. org
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Dr. Richard Dunkle
November8, 2007
Page 2

Since that time, a new biotype of the GN was discovered (Ro2) in 1994 and has been reported in
ten production fields. Unfortunately, the resistance variety development program has not
succeeded in breeding a (Ro2) table stock or chipping variety satisfactory to commercial
growers. In addition, the surprise discovery of PCN in Idaho and a GN outbreak in Quebec,
Canada has elevated concerns with respect to potato cyst nematodes in North America.

The rapid response to the infestation of PCN was surprising in that the New York GN control
program has sought increased support at both the federal and state levels for years. From a
regulatory perspective, the significance of PCN and GN are parallel. The failure to contain
either could have an enormous regulatory impact upon our exports.

As such, the NPB supports a programmatic review of the Golden Nematode Program. This
programmatic review should be conducted by the USDA-APHIS-PPQ, in cooperation with the
New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, Division of Plant Industry and the
USDA-APHIS-PPQ State Plant Health Director's Office.

It is anticipated the objective of the review should focus on what is needed to improve program
efficiencies and effectiveness, identifying primary roles and responsibilities of cooperators along
with overall funding needs. This review should also identify specific opportunities for
collaboration between the New York and Idaho programs and the National Survey for Potato
Cyst Nematodes in the U.S.

The NPB supports the periodic review of major quarantine and eradication efforts. The
safeguarding of American Plant Resources is dependent upon sustaining and maintaining
existing efforts while responding to new emerging plant pest issues.

If I can provide additional clarification regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to let me
know. I look forward to continuing to work with you, agency staff, and other partners in
responding to this critical issue.

Sincerely,

,b/it£,tJ- $-At t~11/
Gray Haun
President, National Plant Board

c: Cindy Smith
Vic Harabin
Phil Garcia
Bob Ehart
Regional Plant Board Presidents

www.nationalplantboard.org
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DRAFT 
National Plant Board 

Board of Director’s Meeting Minutes 
August 23, 2007 

 
President Gray Haun (TN) called the meeting to order at 1:40 a.m. Hawaii DT.  
Executive Secretary Aurelio Posadas and the following Board of Directors (BOD) 
members were present: 
 

C. Allen (UT) S. Nilakhe (TX) A. Gibbs (ME)  B. White (WA) G. 
Cross (NC) K. Fridley (SD) K. Rauscher (MI) 

     
Agenda Items: 
 

1. Past BOD Meeting Minutes:  The BOD discussed last year’s minutes.  Ken 
Rauscher (MI) moved to accept the minutes, Brad White (WA) seconded and the 
motion passed.  The BOD also discussed and agreed to have future minutes go 
out by e-mail to the BOD for approval. 

 
2. NAPPO, Nov 22-26:  It was agreed that the Executive Committee comprised of 

President Gray Haun, Vice President Carl Schulze, Secretary-Treasurer Michael 
Cooper, Past President Ken Rauscher, and the Executive Secretary would attend 
NAPPO, if they are available.  The other BOD members would check to see who 
is available to attend.  Four additional BOD members are needed to attend this 
year; a total of eight will be funded to attend. 

 
3. NPB-PPQ Executive Team Meeting:  The next meeting is scheduled for 

November 5-8, 2007 at Fredrick, Maryland.  There is also a BRS meeting being 
contemplated.  There is no set agenda yet.  Discussion occurred regarding 
issues from the NPB membership.  Not a lot of issues came from the 
membership.  We need to work on this.  The BOD also discussed the need for 
the board to meet more often via conference call.  It was agreed to have BOD 
conference calls the second Thursday of each month at 2 p.m. EDT  

 
4. Wood Pallet (SWPM) Meeting:  The BOD discussed the up coming Solid Wood 

Packing Material meeting scheduled for the end of September.  Possible 
individuals to attend were identified.  The possible attendees were Carol Holko 
(MD), Geir Friisoe (MN), and Ken Rauscher (MI).  

 
5. NPB Committees:  The BOD discussed the NPB committee vacancies.  

Committees discussed were Export Board of Advisors, Imported Fire Ant, and 
the Post Entry Quarantine.  Possible members were discussed.  Also discussed 
was Gordon Gohr’s discussion on University Regulatory programs.  

 
6. Federal Budget:  The BOD discussed how to keep track of the Federal budget.  

The NPB needs to get a handle on budget bills in order to time NPB comments 
on budget issues that are important to the NPB.  It was noted that we also need 
to keep our Department of Agriculture Commissioners/Secretaries/Directors 
informed in order for them to make appropriate comments on the Federal budget. 
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7. GUAM:  The BOD discussed the possibility of Guam joining the NPB.  Guam 
already discussed the issue with the Western Plant Board.  They are interested 
in keeping trade with Hawaii, the mainland and back to Guam smooth.  The WPB 
has invited Guam to submit a letter to them requesting membership to the WPB.  
Ann Gibbs (ME) also brought up the interest by their neighboring Canadian 
Province in joining the Eastern Plant Board.  The Canadian Province can join the 
Regional Plant Board if EPB by-laws allow it, but they cannot be a member of the 
NPB.  There is an issue with Guam, which is a Commonwealth, as the NPB by-
laws do not include Commonwealths.  The Executive Secretary will look into this 
issue of Guam becoming a member of the NPB.  

 
8. Annual Meeting Participation:  Ken Rauscher (MI) wanted to discuss 

participation at the annual meeting.  The basic issue was the need to encourage 
NPB members’ participation at the Annual meeting.  Discussion ensued.  Some 
of the comments made were:  We need more state experiences as presentations 
with state presenters; need more time for states to speak and meet amongst 
themselves; there is a need to adjust the agenda in order for PPQ and NPB to 
meet separately amongst themselves.  The BOD also discussed methods on 
getting better involvement by NPB members at the Thursday session.  It was 
noted that members did not speak up on issues at the Thursday session.  The 
issue of our business meeting being a closed session for NPB members only 
was also brought up. It was agreed to ask non-members to leave before we beg-

            in our meeting next year. 
 

           9. Federal Register Comments: Discussion centered on the need to receive 
   information/comments from states on Federal Register Notices. State 
         comments, when requested, are needed in a timely manner in order for the NPB 
          as a whole to provide timely “official NPB comments” to the Register.  

 
         10. Meeting Adjourned:  Clair Allen (UT) moved the meeting be adjourned, 

         seconded by Ken Rauscher (MI), motion passed.  Meeting was adjourned at 3:10 
         p.m. Hawaii DT. 
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