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Milwaukee, Wisconsin

RESOLUTION NO. 6

REQUEST TO FULLY FUND USDA, FOREST SERVICE GYPSY MOTH SLOW-
THE-SPREAD, ERADICATION, AND SUPPRESSION PROGRAMS

The Gypsy Moth is a destructive, exotic forest pest that was accidentally introduced into the United
States in 1869. It is currently established throughout the northeast and parts of the upper mid-west. This
pest feeds on over 300 species of trees, but oaks are most preferred. Since 1970, over 75 million acres
have been defoliated. This pest causes extensive tree mortality, reduces property values, adversely
affects commerce and causes allergic reactions in sensitive individuals that may come in contact with
the caterpillars.

Even though the gypsy moth has been in the United States for more than 100 years, more than 70% of our
susceptible forests have not yet been affected by this pest and remain at risk. With state and other federal
partners, the USDA-Forest Service has developed an effective and economical program to manage this invasive
species. This program includes suppression to minimize damage in areas already infested, slow-the-spread
approach to minimize the rate of spread, and eradication to eliminate isolated infestations.

The President’s budget recommended substantial reductions to the USDA Forest Health Protection programs for
FY 2007 and specifically directed the Forest Service to shift gypsy moth resources to other high priority pests. In
the absence of specific language or directives in the final appropriations bill, the Forest Service will have to
follow the President’s directive to de-emphasize gypsy moth programs and funding. As a result, funding levels
for gypsy moth program may remain below the levels that are needed to continue these successful programs.

RESOLVED, by the membership of the National Plant Board, an organization of plant pest regulatory
agencies of each of the states and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, at its annual meeting in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin on August 16, 2006, that we request support to ensure the final appropriations
bill includes language to direct that gypsy moth slow the spread, suppression, and eradication programs
remain a high priority and are funded and implemented at least at the same levels as in 2006.

Motion to Adopt: Gene Cross, Chair, Resolutions/Policy Committee
Seconded by: Mike Brown, MO Member
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