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Southern Plant Board

President:  Christel Harden, South Carolina (864) 646-2135

Vice President:  Mike Evans, Georgia (404) 651-9486

Secretary-Treasurer: Terry Walker, Arkansas (501) 225-1598 

Contact Address:  

Clemson University Department of Plant Industry

511 Westinghouse Road

Pendleton, SC 29670


A Request from President Christel Harden
Dear Sir/Madam,

The Southern Plant Board, a regional affiliate of the National Plant Board, will be hosting its annual meeting on April 15-18, 2012 at the Westin Riverwalk Hotel in San Antonio, Texas (http://www.Westin.com/Riverwalk). The purpose of this letter is to extend a personal invitation for you or a representative from your organization to attend this annual meeting and to humbly request some level of sponsorship.

The National Plant Board and its regional affiliates are non-profit organizations composed of plant pest regulatory agencies of each of the states and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. The broad objectives of the plant board system are to jointly protect agriculture, horticulture, forestry, and the environment on state, national and international levels; to provide national representation for harmonized plant health programs, serve as a clearinghouse for information/education related to plant pest prevention and regulatory issues; to facilitate agricultural trade and to collaborate and communicate effectively with public and private sector agencies and organizations on plant health and plant pest regulatory issues which affect the individual states.

The members of the National and Regional Plant Boards work cooperatively with the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA), the United States Department of Agriculture-Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA-APHIS), Forest Service (FS), and Agriculture Research Service (ARS) to prevent the entry and establishment of new plant pests in the country. State members provide consultation by serving on agency and organizational work groups and other related teams.

For additional information related to the annual meeting of the Southern Plant Board or to inquire further regarding sponsorship, I would encourage you to contact Dr. Awinash Bhatkar, who is in charge of local arrangements by phone: 512-463-5025; email: Awinash.Bhatkar@TexasAgriculture.gov. Sponsorship check should be payable to “SPB Planning Committee” and mailed to P.O. Box 12222, Austin, TX 78711-2222. All sponsors will be thankfully listed in the meeting program booklet. Additionally, if I can provide any further information, please do not hesitate to let me know.

We look forward to your participation in this meeting.              

December 2, 2011

Dear Sir/Madam,

Greetings!   We hope this year finds you in good health and spirit. 

Texas was chosen to host the 2012 Southern Plant Board Meeting by all the 14 member states. This gives us an opportunity to discuss issues related to plant production, plant protection and export certification with other state and federal regulatory agencies on an interpersonal level. Needless to say, Texas is a proud member of the Southern Plant Board (SPB) among 13 other state departments of agriculture. The Southern Plant Board is a regional affiliate of the National Plant Board and is a non-profit organization. The objectives of the plant board system are mentioned at the NPB/SPB websites at http://nationalplantboard.org/. 

The purpose of this letter is to extend a personal invitation to you or a representative from your organization to attend the 2012 SPB meeting. In addition, on behalf of the SPB Meeting Planning Committee, I would humbly request or suggest sponsorship for this once-in-14 year event and show the Texas-style hospitality to the partnering Southern States. 

SPB Meeting Sponsorship checks can be mailed to: 

SPB Planning Committee, P.O. Box 12222, Austin, TX 78711-2222. 

All sponsors will be thankfully listed in the meeting program booklet! 

We have selected Westin Riverwalk Hotel on San Antonio river to host the meeting from April 15 to18, 2012. On behalf of the SPB Planning Committee, I would encourage you to register early using the enclosed 2012 SPB Meeting Registration Form, and make hotel reservations at
Westin Riverwalk Hotel, 420 W Market Street, San Antonio, Texas 78205.                       Phone: (210) 224-6500, Fax: (210) 444-6000, http://www.WestIn.com/Riverwalk
Please contact me or any member of the SPB Meeting Planning Committee to get more information on the SPB meeting. We can be reached by phone at 1-800-TELL TDA or by email: SPBCommittee@TexasAgriculture.gov. 

Yours sincerely, 

Awinash Bhatkar, Chair

SPB Planning Committee:

Randy Rivera






Ken Weidenfeller 
Patrick Dudley 
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David Villarreal
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Robert Crocker

                       






Member States

Alabama – Arkansas – Florida – Georgia – Kentucky – Louisiana – Mississippi

North Carolina – Oklahoma – Puerto Rico – South Carolina – Tennessee – Texas – Virginia


