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Dear Mr. El-Lissy, 
 
Thank you for your agency’s continued support for monitoring, suppression and eradication of invasive 
pests such as recent Eastern Plant Board Region issues - Spotted Lanternfly (SLF) and European Cherry 
Fruit Fly (ECFF). Response to newly introduced invasive pests is becoming increasingly complex 
requiring direct coordination of state and federal efforts and potential development of new tools and 
approaches. State and federal partners need to be aware and considerate of one another’s priorities, 
abilities, limitations, and timelines in order to affect a robust response to introduced threats. The Eastern 
Plant Board would like to continue to work with APHIS PPQ to ensure coordinated responses to pests as 
well as to engage in development of novel strategies for detecting and suppressing these pests.  
 
The invasive pest issues that we address are becoming more complicated. There are pest interactions with 
invasive plants that can help or hinder control efforts.  SLF’s interaction with Ailanthus may be of benefit 
when monitoring for this pest.  Ailanthus has also been implicated as a preferred host for the brown 
marmorated stink bug. With ECFF, however, the interaction with several types of invasive honeysuckle 
that are prevalent throughout the Northeast may render conventional fruit fly eradication practices 
ineffective. State and federal partners should work together to find creative opportunities to leverage 
invasive plant programs in detection and eradication programs for invasive pests.  
 
Additionally, there are complicated trade implications related to the establishment of these pests in the 
United States. Presence of pests such as ECFF and SLF in states with diverse agricultural industries, 
invested heavily in high-value specialty crops can result in regulatory approaches that can have 
devastating economic impacts on individual producers. The complexity of these and future pests highlight 
the need for increased dialogue. Our mutual goals for addressing invasive pests will have the greatest 
success when state and federal agencies and the impacted industry are able to understand each other’s 
goals, resources, and limitations.  In partnership with USDA APHIS PPQ we need to develop tools and 
predictive models to help us deploy resources quickly and to the greatest benefit to our citizens and 
agricultural industry.   



 

 

 
W
th
th
en
th
w
to
de
ti
 
In
te
pe
fe

 
 
D
 
O
M
A
R
M
P
Jo
F
A
C
C
P
H

 

We respectfu
hat can assis
hat partners
ncourage fu
hat consider

with a new p
o experience
ecisions.  W
ime to hire p

n closing - th
echnical and 
erspectives o
ederal resour

Distribution:

Osama El-Lis
Matt Royer, A
Alan Dowdy,
Ron Sequeira
Matt Rhoads,

aula Henstri
ohn Bowers,
eridoon Meh

Ann Gibbs, N
Collin Wams
Chris Logue, 

hil Wilson, S
Helmuth Rog

ully request
st with eval
s have vary

urther dialo
r the comple

pest infestati
 new pest in

We also requ
positions, an

hank you for
policy assis

of our agenc
rces in the m

: 

ssy, Deputy 
Associate De
, Associate D
a, Associate D
, Associate D
idge, Assista
, National Po
hdizadegan, 

National Plan
ley, Central 
Eastern Plan
Southern Pla

gg, Western P

 that Scienc
uating new 
ing prioritie
g between P
exity, econo
ion.  Dialog 

ntroductions 
est that fede
nd procure 

r your contin
stance that yo
cies we can d
most benefici

Administrat
eputy Admin
Deputy Adm
Deputy Adm

Deputy Adm
ant Deputy A
olicy Manag
National Op

nt Board Pre
Plant Board
nt Board Pre
ant Board Vi
Plant Board 

ce and Tech
pest threat

es, goals, re
PPQ Policy 
omics, resou

on these iss
and often la
eral funding
supplies.  

nued support
ou offer.  As
develop bette
ial manner. 

tor, USDA-A
nistrator, US

ministrator, U
ministrator, U

ministrator, U
Administrato
ger, USDA-A
perations Ma
sident  

d President 
esident  
ice Presiden
President  

hnology wor
s and how b
sources, an
and the stat

urces availab
ues should b
ck the tools 
g is allocate

t of our plant
s we continu
er decision m

 

APHIS-PPQ 
SDA-APHIS
USDA-APHI
USDA-APH

USDA-APHI
or, USDA-AP
APHIS-PPQ
anager, USD

nt  

 
 

rk on develo
best to addr
d limitation
tes to devel
ble and pote
begin and co
and scientif

ed in a way t

t health prog
ue to explore
making tools

  
S-PPQ   
IS-PPQ   

HIS-PPQ 
IS-PPQ 
PHIS-PPQ 

DA-APHIS-P

opment of d
ress them w
ns. We also w
op approac
ential trade

ontinue in ea
fic data to ma
that allows 

grams and fo
e and underst
s to allocate 

 

PPQ 

decision mak
hile still rec
would like t

ches to new p
e issues asso
arnest.  We c
ake rapid, in
states suffic

or the valuab
tand the vary
our limited 

king tools 
cognizing 
to 
pests 

ociated 
continue 
nformed 
cient 

ble 
ying 
state and 


